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"Ace pianist-saloon singer Billy Stritch and funny, fast-thinking Jim Caruso, the dapper emcee of
the popular Monday night "Cast Party" shows at Birdland, are pooling their very considerable
talents for a nimble, nonstop, musical show-business bonanza with as much rhythm and class as
the feet of Fred Astaire. Two native Texans you just couldn't keep down home on the range with a
lasso are now staging what J. D. Salinger called a "Slight Rebellion off Madison." | sat through the
entire three hours of their opening night show, munching cheese straws and hoping it would
never end, while they covered the waterfront, from a Johnny Mercer medley to a Barry Manilow
surprise. Mr. Stritch was in a Gershwin mood, opening with "Love Walked In" in two tempos. Mr.
Caruso joined him for a frisky duet on Irving Berlin's "Shaking the Blues Away" that would have
sent Ann Miller into a tapping frenzy. And we were off. With excellent intonation and a surfeit of
personality, Mr. Stritch's fondness for songs by Mel Torme, Cy Coleman and Peggy Lee,
accompanied by the one-man orchestra of bass player Steve Doyle, was greeted with titanic
applause. Mr. Caruso has cemented his reputation for being the slickest personality host with
such panache that a lot of folks have forgotten what a warm and mellow vocalist he is--an
oversight he hauntingly rectified with his fresh, gentle and winsome reading of "If | Only Had a
Brain." Music this polished and sophisticated could only happen in the Apple. Being in the
company of Billy Stritch and Jim Caruso makes for the happiest little show in town."

Rex Reed, The New York Observer

“Show business heaven!”

The New York Times
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Jim Caruso made his Broadway debut singing and dancing alongside Liza Minnelli in the Tony
Award-winning Liza’s At The Palace! At Carnegie Hall, he has performed in concerts with the New
York Pops along with Barry Manilow, Rosemary Clooney, and Michael Feinstein. Jim has been
honored to sing at the White House, the United Nations, Jazz at Lincoln Center, and for fourteen
years at Bemelmans at The Carlyle Hotel. He has won seven MAC and nine BroadwayWorld Awards
for his nightclub work. His radio series, “Here On Broadway" was honored with two Summit Awards,
and his weekly radio segment, “A New York Minute” was heard on Legends 100.3 FM for four years.
For the past twenty-one years, he has hosted “Cast Party,” a weekly showbiz bash at Birdland in NYC
and across the country. His most recent CD is “The Sunday Set” (Club44 Records), which he
recorded with Billy Stritch. @JimCarusof1

Pianist-singer Billy Stritch has been a presence on the New York and national nightclub scene for
nearly four decades. Perhaps best known for his 25-year position as musical director for Liza
Minnelli, Billy also served in that capacity with Marilyn Maye, Linda Lavin, Melissa Manchester and
the legendary Tony Bennett. He is the co-writer of the Grammy-winning song "Does He Love You"
recorded by Reba McEntire and Linda Davis, and was recently re-recorded by Reba and Dolly
Parton. He was recently named the Outstanding Musical Director for the fifth time by the readers of
BroadwayWorld and his 2022 solo engagement at New York's famed Birdland Jazz Club was voted
Vocal Jazz Engagement of the year. Billy is the bandleader for “Jim Caruso's Cast Party” every
Monday night at Birdland and the twosome also have a long-running Sunday night residency at
Bemelmans Bar at the Carlyle Hotel. @BillyStritch




