Jim Caruso made his Broadway debut singing and dancing alongside Liza Minnelli in the Tony
Award-winning Liza’s At The Palace! At Carnegie Hall, he has performed in concerts with the
New York Pops along with Barry Manilow, Rosemary Clooney, and Michael Feinstein. Jim has
been honored to sing at the White House, the United Nations, Jazz at Lincoln Center, and for
thirteen years at Bemelmans at The Carlyle Hotel. He has won seven MAC, nine
BroadwayWorld, and two Summit Awards for his nightclub work. For the past twenty-one years,
he has hosted “Cast Party,” a weekly showbiz bash at Birdland in NYC, and across the country.
His most recent CD is “The Sunday Set” (Club44 Records), which he recorded with Billy Stritch.
@JimCaruso1
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“A Swinging Christmas,” which the Wall Street
Journal called “the best possible way to
spend Christmas,” captures the essence of
the seasonal holiday TV specials that inspired
it Jim Caruso, Billy Stritch, and Klea
Blackhurst bring a combination of talent, wit,
and holiday spirit to each memorable
performance. Rarefied wit/crooner Jim
Caruso, in-demand singer/pianist Billy Stritch
(who leads the swinging jazz trio) and brassy
Broadway diva Klea Blackhurst bring their
own distinct variations of sparkle and shine to
holiday classics, then tear up the stage with
trio arrangements of “It's The Holiday
Season,” “It Happened in Sun Valley,” “Jingle
Bells,” and more. The camaraderie between
the old friends adds an extra layer of charm,
so it's no surprise that their long-standing
fifteen-year residency at Birdland in NYC has
become a beloved and sold-out tradition. “A
Swinging Christmas” is a must-see for
anyone looking to get into the holiday spirit!

Pianist-singer Billy Stritch has been a presence on the New York and national nightclub scene
for nearly four decades. Perhaps best known for his 25 year position as musical director for
Liza Minnelli, Billy also served in that capacity with Marilyn Maye, Linda Lavin, Melissa
Manchester and the legendary Tony Bennett. He was recently named the Outstanding Musical
Director for the fifth time by the readers of Broadway World and his 2022 solo engagement at
New York's famed Birdland Jazz Club was voted Vocal Jazz Engagement of the year. Billy is the
bandleader for “Jim Caruso’s Cast Party” every Monday night at Birdland and the twosome also
have a long-running Sunday night residency at Bemelmans Bar at the Carlyle Hotel.
(DBillyStritch.
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Klea Blackhurst has performed in legendary halls from The Royal Albert to Carnegie, The

London Palladium to Jazz at Lincoln Center and with symphony orchestras from Atlanta to Philly,

Ravinia to Tanglewood. Most recently she appeared as Emma Goldman in Ragtime: The “Not the same old Yule log!”
Symphonic Concert with the Boston Pops conducted by Keith Lockhart. Theater credits New Wall Street Journal

York — A Tree Grows In Brooklyn, Bingo, Radio Gals, Oil City Symphony; regionally she is

proud to have starred in The Goodspeed Opera's 50th Anniversary production of Hello, Dolly!.

Klea is a distinguished Alumna of the University of Utah. (@Klea_Blackhurst “This show has what Kay Thompson used to call ‘Bazazz”

Playbill

“In the tradition of beloved seasonal specials, return to
those thrilling days of yesteryear — when seasonal specials
from showbiz veterans lit up the small screen. Caruso,
Blackhurst and Stritch are cabaret's dream team!”

Downtown Express

The trio’s holiday album Christmas at Birdland
was released in 2022 on the Club44 Record
label. The recording, which debuted at #2
on the iTunes Chart and hit #6 on the
Billboard Jazz Chart, melds old and new to
create a modern classic holiday aloum.
Highlights include beloved standards by Jule
Styne, Mel Torme and Harry Warren as well
as unknown gems by Cy Coleman and Ann
Hampton Callaway. Special guests Donny
Osmond and Grammy Award-nominated
saxophonist Dave Koz are featured on several
tracks.

“Caruso, Stritch and Blackhurst are entertainers to their
toes. Thelr season to be jolly feels celebrational and
happily hip.”

Talkin’ Broadway

“The audience can’t get enough...it's become a family
tradition.”

PIX11 News
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